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Hey kiddos,
I’m so excited to finally share this show with you – and with so
many kids and grownups in our community! We’ve had so much
fun putting it together.
 
I know you’re excited to see the show, but there’s something I
want to tell you. You know how I always remind you of
Mommy’s most important jobs?
1) Keeping you safe.
2) Making sure you know that I love you.
This play is actually about both of those things!
 
The cats in this show were forced to leave the homes they knew
in order to stay safe. Can you imagine how hard that must have
been for them? I’m so happy they found a safe place to go and
I’m so glad they helped each other through a tough time. They’re
pretty great friends, don’t you think?
 
Even though sometimes it's hard when they’re scared, deep down
Peachy, Mykola, Marusia and Busia also never let go of the fact
that their people love them, no matter how far away they might
be and no matter what happens. I think that’s what they mean
when they sing “The light you will never lose, the darkness will
not last. That’s a very simple truth, known to all the coolest cats.”
 
We all have people (and animals) we love and who love us – and
there are always people who will help us if we need it. I’m so
proud to join such a powerful group of artists around the world
right now. I am so proud of everyone who helped to put this
important show together – and that includes you and all our
friends in the audience.
 
How much do I love you? SO much.

 
 

Director's Note

A letter to Oscar (age 7) and Yelena (age 5), from their mom:



Resources for Grownups

Read or listen to “What to say to kids
when the news is scary” from NPR’s
Life Kit, by Anya Kamenetz and Cory
Turner.

Scan the QR code below to read “How
to Talk to Kids About Ukraine” by
Melinda Wenner Moyer, published in
the New York Times Feb. 25, 2022.

Compiled resources for educators:

Pull out the activity pages and enjoy!



If you meet a cat refugee or a dog refugee or even an
iguana refugee, it doesn’t matter. You have to help them.
Give them some support.

 

When you are so scared and lonely, when you are so far away
from home, we need to be nice to each other, we need not to
hurt each other… We need to say warm words, not cold
words… We need to be kind.

To color the flag of Ukraine, color the top stripe
blue and the bottom stripe yellow. 

PEACHY: What does “refugees” mean?

MARUSIA: 
Ones who had to leave their homes because of the Big,
Bad Thing.

BUSIA: 

PEACHY:







What does "home" mean to you?

Draw a picture of "home". 
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4 South Street, Niantic, CT 06357
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JOIN US following the 1 pm performance on
Sunday, October 9 for a conversation with Olha
Vasyliv ‘23

Olha is an international senior at
Connecticut College. Coming from Ukraine,
she has always been interested in sociological
exploration of multicultural environments.
Her academic background and professional
experience in public service in Ukraine
helped her mobilize hundreds of volunteers
across the world to help inform societies
about the ongoing war in dozens of
languages. She continued working on
cultural programming in the Embassy of
Ukraine in France, where she was able to
gather hundreds of Parisian visitors to
appreciate the beauty of Ukraine and honor
the memory of victims of Russian
occupation. Olha continues promoting
Ukrainian heritage in the United States by
researching outcomes of the migration crisis
and creating events around Ukrainian culture
on campus.

A note from our cultural consultant:

During the outraging humanitarian crisis that started in February
following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, it has been difficult not to
get involved in showing solidarity with Ukrainian people. Although
the migration crisis caused by the invasion is one of the largest ones in
recent history, Ukrainians receive less public attention. This
production aims to create space for conversations about democracy,
refugees, cultures under threat, and conflict. Describing the horror of
forced displacement, "Cat Refugees" evokes a variety of sociological
concepts present in communities across the globe: depending on one's
background, it might be about justice, about diversity, about
friendship, or about the power of Ukrainian patriotism and will to
defend home.

Olha Vasyliv
Connecticut College ‘23



AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT
 

In recognition of World AIDS Day (December 1) 2022, Connecticut
College once again hosts panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt.
Weighing 54 tons and composed of more than 48,000 panels
dedicated to more than 94,000 individuals, The AIDS Memorial
Quilt is the premier symbol of the AIDS pandemic and the largest
ongoing piece of community folk art in the world.
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Tansill Theater

The Moors
A dark comedy and absurd Gothic thriller by Jen Silverman
directed by Ken Prestininzi
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